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Photo by: Matebu Tadesse. Taken at the International Conference Center, 

Durban, South Africa. 

H.E. Asfaw Dingamo Minister of Water Resources, second from left, listening 
to Fura kebele Community Natural Leader Seyoum Hamesso, second from 

right, about sanitation and hygiene successes but safe water supply problems 
of the kebele community. Fura kebele Health Extension Worker Assefash Kifle, 

left, and Water and Sanitation Advisor for Plan Region of Eastern and 
Southern Africa Amsalu Negussie, right, delightedly attending the discussion. 

 
Photo by: Atnafe Beyene. Taken at the International Conference Center, Durban, South 

Africa on the occasion of AfricaSan+5 

Water and Sanitation Advisor for Plan Region of Eastern and 
Southern Africa Amsalu Negussie, right, talking to State 

Minister of Health H.E. Dr Shiferaw Teklemariam, left, about 
sanitation and hygiene and Fura kebele Community Natural 
Leader Seyoum Hamesso, second from right, Fura kebele 

Health Extension Worker Assefash Kifle, middle, and Senior 
Research Coordinator with Plan Ethiopia Atnafe Beyene, 

second from left, attending the discussion. 
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NEWS and EVENTS 

Plan participated at AfricaSan + 5 Conference 
Plan Ethiopia as a member of Plan RESA delegation, participated 
on the Second African Conference on Sanitation and Hygiene, 
conducted 18–20 Feb 2008 at the International Conference 
Center, in Durban, South Africa.  

According to statement of African Ministers’ Council on 
Water (AMCOW), the purpose of AfricaSan + 5 Conference was to 
follow up on progresses made inline with the resolutions adopted 
during the First AfricaSan Conference held in 2002 in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. Specifically the event sought to assess 
progresses, challenges and lessons identified as each African 
country attempts to achieve the sanitation and hygiene 
Millennium Development Goal of reducing, by half, the number of 
people without access to basic sanitation and hygiene by 2015. 
The themes of the conference deliberations were: 
♣ scaling up sustainable sanitation & hygiene programs,  
♣ financing sanitation at scale, 
♣ sanitation leadership and institutional accountability,  
♣ safeguarding the environment and public health, and 
♣ building a knowledge network for advocacy and action. 

 
According to the conference organizers, the objectives were to: 
♣ assess the status of sanitation and hygiene in sub-Saharan 

Africa and the scale of the challenge to meet the MDGs 
targets on sanitation.   

♣ review actions taken to improve the state of sanitation and 
hygiene, and share experiences and lessons, in particular 
success stories and approaches. 

♣ discuss and develop an action plan, focusing on strategic 
areas, to improve monitoring of sanitation and hygiene in the 
region and accelerate sanitation and hygiene programs 
regionally and in selected countries across the region. 

♣ generate political commitment, embodied in a joint 
declaration, to develop and implement effective regional and 
national policies, programs and partnerships based on 
agreements for collaborative effort at the regional level and 
specific actions at country levels. 

♣ raise the profile of sanitation and hygiene as a determinant to 
sustainable development in the region and strengthen 
leadership and advocacy for sustained sanitation and behavior 
change. 

 
The Conference was attended by about 600 people including 
Water and/or Health ministers of 32 African countries, senior 
government delegates; multilateral funding agencies such as the 
World Bank, UNICEF, DFID, and AfDB; sanitation and hygiene 
professionals and practitioners from GOs, NGOs and the private 
sector; research and training institutions; media people, and 
community members. Plan Region for Eastern and Southern Africa 
(Plan RESA) was represented by 11 persons: 3 from Plan Region 
for Southern and Eastern Africa (RRESA) Regional Office, 3 from 
Ethiopia, 2 from Tanzania, 2 from Kenya and 1 from Uganda. A 
Health Extension Worker and a Community Natural Leader from 
Ethiopia, sponsored by Plan Ethiopia and RESA, attended the 
Conference.  

Her Excellency Mrs. Lindiwe Benedicta Hendricks Minister of 
Water Affairs and Forestry of the Republic of South Africa; 
Chairperson of the African Ministers’ Council on Water; the 
UNICEF Head for Water, Environment, Hygiene and Sanitation; 
Head of the Africa Development Bank; and NGO and private 
sector representatives made key note addresses. Chairman of The 
United Nations Secretary-General’s Advisory Board on Water and 
Sanitation (UNSGAB) His Royal Highness Prince Willem-Alexander 
of the Netherlands passed video messages. All of them 
emphasized that if governments of African countries aspire to 
achieve the MDGs targets for sanitation and hygiene, sanitation 

and hygiene works should not be business as usual; they should 
instead be brought to top of Africa’s development agenda.  

The conference included ministerial roundtables, plenary 
technical sessions, technical group discussions, action planning, 
field visits and a knowledge fair showcase of latest innovations in 
sanitation and hygiene experiences, products and services, 
publications, marketing and promotion techniques and tools.  

On one of the plenary sessions, the Ethiopian State Minister 
of Health, His Excellency Dr Shiferaw Teklemariam, presented 
Ethiopia’s Status Report. Some of the positive aspects appreciated 
by other delegates included the National Sanitation and Hygiene 
Strategy within the Health Extension Program, the training of 
around 25, 000 Health Extension Workers that are deployed at 
community level, the signing of the MOU among the Ministries of 
Health, Water and Education (also known then after as the WASH 
Ministries), and concerted efforts by the different actors. The need 
to strengthen coordination efficiency was noted.  

Plan RESA (Plan Ethiopia, Plan Kenya, Plan Tanzania and Plan 
Uganda) together with Institute of Development Studies (IDS) 
University of Sussex-UK, showcased newsletters and brochures, 
community blueprints in community-led total sanitation (CLTS) 
exercises, photos, and other information resources and distributed 
publications on sanitation and hygiene. Plan Ethiopia also made a 
presentation about CLTS and two Plan RESA staff members 
participated in goldfish discussions about CLTS. 

Participants visiting Plan and IDS’s knowledge fairs 
 
Excellencies Dr Shiferaw Teklemariam and Asfaw Dingamo 
appreciated Asefash Kifle and Seyoum Hamesso for their 
exemplary efforts in mobilizing the kebele people for action, and 
for facilitating, coordinating, following up and monitoring of 
sanitation activities and improvements in hygiene behaviour to the 
level that Fura Kebele of Shebedino District in Southern Region of 
Ethiopia is recognized open defecation free. Also many of the 
conference participants congratulated Asefash and Seyoum and 
referred them as effective facilitators and community consultants. 
Delighted with the recognition, Seyoum and Assefash presented to 
the Ministers about safe water supply problems in the kebele.  

Plan delegates had important contacts and discussions with 
key people such as Ethiopia’s Minister of Water Resources and the 
State Minister of Health (Pictures on top of front page), authorities 
from UNICEF, the World Bank, and DFID.   

Plan and IDS representatives brainstormed about how they 
can create strong future collaboration between them in design, 
implementation and monitoring of community development 
projects.   
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The major outcomes of the Africasan 2008 conference include: 

1. Experiences shared and lessons learnt among sector 
professionals and leaders of nations. 

2. A 2 Year Continental Action Plan that would be implemented 
under the auspices of AMCOW developed and endorsed by 
the Ministers. 

3. Political leaders entered strong commitments and made 
Ministerial Declaration (Annex 3).  

4. CSOs Statement to account themselves and their respective 
governments to contribute to fulfilling peoples pledges for 
sanitation and hygiene. 

 
The Ministers also decided to table the messages coming out of 
AfricaSan to the upcoming General Assembly of the African Union, 
which will be held in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt in July this year 
focusing on water and sanitation.  
 
The end of the Conference led to another big event: Launching of 
the year 2008 as the International Year of Sanitation by Ministers, 
who flagged coloured balloons and joined hands for sanitation and 
hygiene development (Picture on front page).  
 
At the end of the Conference, delegates from the Ethiopian WASH 
Ministries, UNICEF, the World Bank WSP and NGOs met and 
scheduled discussions back home on how to cascade the outcomes 
of the AfricaSan +5 to Ethiopia. 
 

 
 

 
 
CLTS sharing and learning workshop conducted 
A one day sharing and learning workshop on Community-Led 
Total Sanitation (CLTS) experiences and lessons was conducted on 
17th of February 2008 at Beach Hotel in Durban, South Africa.  

Forty participants from Ethiopia (Amhara Region Health 
Bureau, Plan Ethiopia, WSP Ethiopia, WaterAid Ethiopia, , Plan 
Tanzania, Seiraleone, Uganda, WaterAid Nigeria, Mali, Burkina 
Fasso, Plan Ghana, Plan RESA, Plan Kenya, WSP, UNICEF New 
York, DFID UK, and some other African Countries. Fura Kebele 
Community Natural Leader, Fura Kebele Health Extension Worker)  

Researcher at IDS-Uk Professor Robert Chambers and 
Development Consultant with IDS Dr. Kamal Kar facilitated the 
discussions. They presented about the concepts, rationales and 
principles of CLTS and then requested the participants to highlight 
the major policy directions, events and achievement levels in 
sanitation and hygiene in the participants’ countries in the last ten 
years, systematically leading to the justification for ‘why CLTS?’ 

 
Plan Kenya, Plan Tanzania, Plan Uganda, Seiraleone, WaterAid 
Nigeria, Plan Mali, Plan Burkina Fasso, Plan Ghana, Plan Ethiopia, 
and Plan RESA presented about the status of CLTS activities in 
their respective settings. Plan Ethiopia showed a 15 minutes video 
film on the CLTS processes and achievements in its operation 
areas and beyond.  

At this juncture, Participants and facilitators applauded for 
and appreciated the Fura Health Extension Worker Asefash Kifle 
and the Natural Leader Seyoum Hamesso for their effective 
facilitation and follow up in exercising CLTS in their kebele .  

 Participants dealt on scaling up CLTS with quality, CLTS and 
governments, and trainers and training quality in CLTS. 
Participants recommended the need to give attention to issues 
such as skills of trainers, facilitator training, documentation and 
dissemination, follow up, monitoring and evaluation, resource 
mobilization, networking, getting committed stakeholders, 
building capacities of local NGOs, involving learning and research 
institutions,  formulating scaling up strategy, and evaluating 
experiences to date and mapping out regional direction. 

They also underlined that working together with government 
institutions and networking and coordination among organizations 
like UNICEF, WSP, NGOs, and the World Bank are critical for 
success in sanitation and hygiene development. 
 

 

Ethiopian delegates from the Federal Ministries of Health and Water, 
Regional Bureaus of Health, UNICEF, the World Bank WSP, and local 
and international NGOs discussing about how to cascade outcomes 
of the Conference. 

Plan Ethiopia Programme Support Manager Dr Tezera Fisseha (left), 
Plan RESA WATSAN Advisor Amsalu Negussie (second from left), 
Plan Ethiopia Action Research Coordinator Atnafe Beyene (right) 
discussing with the Researcher at IDS-University of Sussex, UK 
Professor Robert Chambers (second from right).  

Staff members from Plan Ethiopia, Amhara Health Bureau Head, the 
World Bank WSP, WASH Movement Ethiopia and community natural 
leader from Fura Kebele mapping the major sanitation and hygiene 
policy directions in the past ten years. 
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Plan Ethiopia sanitation and hygiene implementation 
areas visited 
Sanitation and hygiene achievements in areas wherein Plan 
Ethiopia introduced community-led total sanitation (CLTS) and is 
implementing with communities, government agencies, and other 
NGOs, are luring interest of the Federal Ministry of Health of 
Ethiopia, UNICEF Ethiopia, and many like-minded NGOs. 

 In March and April 2008, over 250 Sanitation and Hygiene 
Senior Experts from the Federal Ministry of Health, UNICEF 
Ethiopia, WASH Ethiopia Movement members and other NGOs, 
sanitation and hygiene department heads of regional health 
bureaus, and health extension workers from  Gambella, 
Benshangul-Gumuz, Somali and Afar Regions visited sanitation and 
hygiene works implemented in Merewa, Tikurbalto and Gello 
kebeles of Kersa wereda and Bussa kebele of Tiro Afeta wereda in 
Jimma Zone, Oromia Region and Sedeka and Fura kebeles of 
Shebedino Wereda, SNNPR. The visits were organized by the 
Federal Ministry of Health. Plan Ethiopia together with the 
respective wereda health offices facilitated the visits.  
 

 
 
According to Ato Mulu Araya, Acting Head of Hygiene and 
Environmental Health Department of the Ministry of Health, the 
purpose of the visits was to learn from experiences of regions with 
better implementation of the hygiene and sanitation components 
of the Health Extension Package. 

 
HEWs of the visited kebeles, community natural leaders, and Plan 
Ethiopia staff members explained about the processes involved, 
progresses, achievements, challenges and opportunities in 
implementing the sanitation and hygiene activities. 

The visitors appreciated the achievements both in pit latrine 
coverage and safe hygiene behaviour. They envied their fellows 
and communities of the visited kebeles on their success. One of 
them said, “It is my first time to see 100% coverage and good 
awareness of people about the importance of safe hygiene 
behaviour.” Another one appreciated the commitment of the 
communities and the cooperation among the different actors. One 
extension worker noted of the serious water supply problem in the 
areas and tabled his concern about the impact of the problem on 
hygiene. The HEWs also expressed their ambition to exercise CLTS 
in their respective areas if given adequate training.  

Another team composed of WASH Ethiopia Movement 
members from UNICEF Ethiopia Head Office, Tigray, Somali, 
Oromia and Amhara Regions, Federal Ministries of Water 
Resources and Health, NGOS, SNV Awassa and UNICEF Awassa 
visited Sedeka and Fura kebeles, 28–30 January 2008. The team 
appreciated the achievements and discussed about how to scale 
up CLTS with quality. They capitalized on the need to give 
attention to issues of quality and sustainability and providing 
technical support to communities. In fact the MoH has recognized 
CLTS as one approach for achieving the Millenium Sanitation and 
Hygiene Movement targets of achieving 100% coverage in about 
5000 by year 2008/9.  
 
CLTS Facilitators trainings given 
Together with Shebedino Wereda Health Office Plan Ethiopia 
gave CLTS facilitator trainings to 40 participants from nine 
kebeles wherein Plan Ethiopia Shebedino Programme Unit 
operates.  Trainees were kebele health extension workers, 
development agents, teachers, health experts from health offices 
of surrounding weredas, one participant from Sidama Zone Health 
Office and community development facilitators from Shebedino 
Programme Unit. Practical exercises were conducted in 12 villages 
with communities. This training was given for five days in April 
2008 at Leku town. 

Professor Robert Chambers of IDS-UK congratulating Assefash Kifle, 
the Fura lebele Health Extension Worker, and Dr Tezera enviously 
introducing the proponent and the actor of development.

Professor Robert Chambers of IDS-UK congratulates Seyoum 
Hamesso, Fura Kebele community natural leader, and Dr Tezera 
enviously introducing the proponent and the actor of development.

Ministry of Health Sanitation and Hygiene Department A/Head Mulu 
Araya (right) leading one of the visits and Health Extension Workers 
discussing with Woizero Belayinesh Worku, one of the natural 
leaders in Fura Kebele.


