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What make the structures and designs of the latrines, above, look different? 

 
A villager drawing water from a developed spring              A reservoir, with 10,000 liter storing capacity, while being installed 

  Year of Community Success on Sanitation, Hygiene and Water Supply Works

Plan International Ethiopia, PIE, has three 
projects fully committed to promoting 
sanitation and hygiene. These are Scaling up 
Community and School Led Total Sanitation, 
funded by UNICEF, Scaling up Sanitation in 
Rural, Urban and School areas, funded by 
NLNO, and Testing CLTS Approaches for 
Scalability Project , funded by USNO . 

 FY2014 community ODF achievement 
through the projects 

Currently, it has become evident that ODF 
status is not an end/goal by itself, but a big 
step/ means to an end. It helps create 
temporarily a clean environment, which 
paves the way for further sanitation and 
hygiene works. Nevertheless, reaching to an 
ODF status by itself is not an easy task; it 
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involves many steps and requires strong 
commitment. That is why we have many 
more triggered communities but less Open 
Defecation Free (ODF) once, in any country 
where CLTS is used as an approach.  

Using sanitation and hygiene promotion 
projects, PIE facilitated hundreds of 
communities to reach to an ODF positions 
in 2014. The UNICEF funded sanitation 
project, for instance, enabled a total of 247 
Kebeles and over 494 schools to declare an 
ODF status. This helped 1,147,877 people 
(about 50% of them are females) have access to 
sanitation and hygiene facilities. 

  In the last three years, hundreds of Kebeles did 
also declare an ODF status, using the NLNO 
funded sanitation promotion project.  In 2014, a 
total of 53 Kebeles and 57 schools 
announced an ODF position. This again 
benefited 309, 194 people from accessing 
sanitation and hygiene facilities. 

Priests while taking part in the ODF ceremony, Tigrai, 
Region  

Priests do make a big difference in 
sanitation and hygiene promotion as they  

 have powerful influence over religious 
followers; they have ample opportunities to 
relate Bible citations with environmental 
sanitation and hygiene. A case in point is 
the contribution of priests in Amhara PA, 
where they facilitated over 13 Kebeles to 
announce ODF status.  

Latrine constructed from local stones, Tigrai,  

The latrine, above, is constructed from local 
stones. It tells us how communities deal 
with shortage of latrine construction 
materials provided that communities are 
committed. Such latrines are more durable 
and easy to clean. 

Private latrine, wall plastered with mud, Amhara, PA        
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 Community ODF celebration, Amhara PA 

PIE, not only promotes sanitation and 
hygiene, but it has also been researching 
sanitation promotion through CLTS 
approaches. Of the total 6 sanitation 
research project Kebeles,4 declared ODF in 
2013, and the remaining two Kebeles, in 
Oromia PA, Diksis District,  announced the 
same in June 2014. The event brought 
12,000 people and three schools to have 
access to latrines and hygiene facilities.  

Community welcoming, Oromia PA, Diksis District                       

Guests visiting latrine & hand washing facilities          

 

Latrine with hand washing and shower facility, 

Students while attending ODF ceremony, Oromia PA 

In sum, in 2014, PIE facilitated 312 Kebeles 
to achieve ODF status where the event 
helped a total of 1,469,071 people and over 
551 schools   benefit from accessing latrines and 
hand washing facilities. Communities, besides 
private latrines, constructed hundreds of 
public latrines for passengers. 

Achievement on Water Supply Projects 
  
Through NLNO, GNO and sponsorship 
funded water supply projects; there has been 
an encouraging community success in 
accessing potable water in the Program 
Areas of Plan International Ethiopia.  

 
Thus, in 2014, four springs were developed, 
10 hand dug wells completed, and an 
expansion work on an existing scheme was 
carried out, with eleven water points. On a 
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similar development the construction of 
three hand dug wells are being finalized. 
From the finalized potable water sources, a 
total of 10,047 have got access to safe 
drinking water. The water supply projects 
enhanced the empowerment of children and 
women by involving in different water supply 
management works. For instance, 40% of 
WatSan committee members are females.  

 

One of the water pumps, serving villagers 

  A reservoir, with 10,000 liter storing capacity, while 
being installed 

   A villager drawing water from a developed spring 

A developed spring with washing basin 

 

 

 

 

 


