
 
 

CLTS website blog 
Blog writing tips and tricks 

 
 
Blogs are  
 
 Informal and conversational in tone: you can write in the same way you would talk 

to a friend, 

 Personal: sharing your own experience or reflections, expressing your views on a 

subject, 

 A great way to start a conversation/discussion around a question or topic 

 

You might like to blog about 
• A subject or question that you are occupied with as part of your work 

• An innovation that you have encountered in your work 

• A question or challenge that you have encountered 

• Discussions and activities during a meeting, conference or workshop you have 
attended: what was interesting for you? What did you learn? What surprised you? 
How did the information and sharing at the event influence your work back at home? 

• A field visit: what did you experience in the communities you visited? What was new, 
different or surprising? How did this compare to what you have seen elsewhere? 
What recommendations do you have based on what you saw? What did you learn 
and what will you do with this learning? 

 
Tips and Tricks 
 
Online reading patterns 
Reading a blog article online is different to reading something in print, the reader’s attention 
span is shorter, there are distractions on the screen, depending on the length of the text the 
reader may have to scroll down and it is easy for readers to leave the page or get lost.  
Studies show that people read on screen in an F-pattern. This means most people read first 
in a horizontal movement. Then scan down, read another sentence halfway along the page 
and finally scan the left side vertically. Readers are more likely to scan than read a whole 
article word by word.  
 
Keep it short: a maximum of 800 words is recommended, occasionally a longer article can 
work, but this will need to be structured carefully, eg with subheadings. If you are struggling 
to fit all you want to say into 800 words, you might want to consider other forms of 
publications for your work (e.g. Policy Brief, Working Paper etc.).  
 



Keep it simple: avoid language that is too technical or academic. Keep sentences and 
paragraphs fairly short. If you are using acronyms or abbreviations, spell them out the first 
time you use them, eg CLTS (Community-led Total Sanitation). 
 
Frontload your article: get to the point immediately and make sure the first couple of 
sentences allow people to decide if they want to read on (and find ways of enticing them to 
do so, perhaps by raising a question or making a strong statement.). Make sure your 
subheadings, bullet points and first words of each paragraph are interesting and not 
repetitive.  
 
Think about your audience 
When writing, think about what readers might find interesting. What would they like to know? 
What do you have to explain or give examples of so that they know what you are talking 
about? What useful information or advice do you have? What questions do you want to ask 
your readers? What reaction do you wish to inspire in your readers- how do you want them 
to feel as a result of what you have written? 
 
Structure your article and make it easy to scan: use subheadings, bullet points, short 
paragraphs and images to do this. Compared to a print publication, 800 words may see 
short, but because of the specific needs of reading online, we want to help the reader to stay 
on the page and continue reading. An interesting subheading or bullet list can help to make 
the text more easy to scan and can ‘re-set’ the F-pattern and get people to scroll down and 
read on.  
 
Make headlines snappy: contain your whole argument in the headline and try to include 
keywords  
 
Give your opinion: Blogs should express a viewpoint and also invite discussion and 
debate. On the CLTS blog we have a comment function so readers can comment on your 
blog, thus starting a discussion in which different opinions and experiences can be voiced 
and a dialogue ensue. 
 
Give concrete examples: Include specific examples that illustrate what you are talking 
about. 
 
Include photos or graphics to grab the reader’s attention and illustrate what you are talking 
about. Please send pictures and illustrations as separate jpg files and give details of what 
the photo depicts, where it was taken etc. 
 
At the end: Ask a question or leave with a call to action: provoking a response from your 
readers. You can also give sources of further information on the subject you discussed.  
Are you prepared to respond to readers’ comments?  
 
 
 

 
Check out the CLTS blog at 

http://www.communityledtotalsanitation.org/blog 
 

If you would like to submit a blog for the CLTS website or have questions, 
please email me P.Bongartz@ids.ac.uk We can discuss what you have 
written and I am happy to look at your blog, edit it and advise on how to 

improve it. 
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