
ences have taken place in 
Eastern and West Africa.   
  
AfricaSan Conference is 
hosted under the auspices 
of the  African Ministers’ 
Council on Water 
(AMCOW).  It is the  big-
gest Sanitation and Hy-
giene Conference in Africa 
where policy issues 
affecting water and sanita-
tion are articulated. 
 
At the conclusion of the   
Conference held in Dur-
ban, South Africa  the min-
isters signed the eThekwini 
Declaration.  Governments 
made commitments on 
hygiene and  sanitation 
that were signed by Minis-
ters from different African 
countries  in Durban which 
Zambia endorsed. They 
pledged to create separate 
budget lines for sanitation 
and hygiene in their coun-
tries and to commit at 
least 0.5 percent of GDP. 

 

Zambia's Ministry of Local 
Government and Housing  
will host the sub-regional 
meeting for the Southern 
Africa Region in Lusaka from 
the 9th -11th October 2013 
bringing together important 
sanitation stakeholders from 
Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, 
Malawi, Mozambique, Mauri-
tius, Madagascar, Namibia, 
South Africa, Swaziland, Zim-
babwe and host Zambia.  
 
A delegation of two to six 
representatives is expected 
from each country, that will 
comprise technical staff - 
heads of departments in 
charge of water and sanita-
tion at the Ministries, WASH 
Experts from International 
and Development organisa-
tions and CSOs. Up to 75 par-
ticipants are expected to 
attend. Its outcomes will feed 
into the AfricaSan4, to be 
held in Dakar, Senegal in May 
2014.  
 
The purpose and focus of this 
sub-regional meeting is to 
provide an opportunity for 
countries to review progress 
on their Sanitation action 
plans, to review progress on 
the eThekwini commitments, 
as well as Sanitation and Wa-
ter for All (SWA), High Level 
Meeting (HLM) and to pro-
vide an opportunity for peer 
learning and knowledge shar-
ing with other countries with-
in their region. It will also 
create an input for the 
‘benchmarking’ based on a 
score sheet analysis countries 

will present at the Afri-
caSan4 in Dakar, Senegal . 
 
Zambia held an in-country 
preparation meeting on Au-
gust 20. The following out-
puts for the country prepa-
ration meetings were real-
ized: 

 Updated Country Priori-
ty Action Plan on Sanita-
tion and Sector 
Strengths 

 Reviewed country 
eThekwini monitoring 
2012 baseline (self-
scoring) 

 Feedback on the partici-
pation to the AfricaSan 
Sub-Regional Meeting 

 
The preparation of the Sub-
regional meeting  tasks have 
to be fulfilled by the whole 
organising committee. This is 
the organisation of the 
hosting of the event and 
secondly the Zambia specific 
in country preparation. Sub-
Regional Sanitation confer-

Status as of  August 2013 

Province Open Defeca-

tion Free 

(ODF)  Villages 

Southern 960 

North  Western 769 

Copper Belt 490 

Eastern 339 

Luapula 310 

Northern 94 

Muchinga 82 

Western 0 

Best Performing Districts 

January 2013 

Rank-
ing 

District ODF  
Villages 

1 Mufumbwe 437 

2 Lufwanyama 387 

3 Namwala 373 

4 Choma 304 

5 Kasempa 245 

6 Monze 150 

7 Mazabuka 101 

8 Kaputa 94 

9 Lundazi 91 

10 Solwezi 87 

No. of  ODF Villages 

August   *2,837 

 April       *1,641 

* Data based on reports submitted 

by D-WASHE. 

This newsletter is  published by the National Rural Water Supply and  Sanitation Programme (NRWSSP) , 
 Ministry of Local Government and Housing 

Zambia National Sanitation Programme 

Zambia to host AfricaSan4 
Preparatory Meeting 

   
Newsletter - No. 6 
Aug  - Sept, 2013 

An improved toilet  with a handwashing facility in Monze District 
©UNICEF/Zambia/2013/Eshuchi 

Progress at a glance! 

Beneficiaries  in the 

triggered villages 

1,571,675 

No. of people living in 

ODF villages 

371,240 

New people gaining 

access to sanitation  

352,376 
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A number of chiefdoms have made 

good progress in implementing the 

CLTS programme and plans are under-

way to celebrate  the achievements. 
 
Mukobela Chiefdom in Namwala district 

is currently undergoing verification and 

certification following claims by the 

champions that the Chiefdom’s 110 

villages have achieved ODF status.  
 
Ministry of Local Government and 

Housing (MLGH) and other implement-

ing partners have set September 20, 

2013 as the day for the celebration 

when the Chiefdom will be declared 

ODF status. 
 
Apart from Namwala, other districts  

preparing for similar events include 

Monze, Masaiti, Lufwanyama and 

Mansa. 
 
It is expected that these districts and  

other that claim ODF chiefdoms  has-

ten the verification and certification ex-

ercise. Once verified, the Champions 

responsible will also receive the ZMW 

1,000 reward as promised in recogni-

tion of their achievement after  10 vil-

lages as specified or ZMW 100 per vil-

lage verified with at least ten (10) 

households. 

A recap of  the verification process 

approved and circulated by MLGH: 

 

Certification assessment are conduct-

ed by a minimum of two professionals 

from the province. It is recommended 

that  one member of the team should 

be female. The team should be com-

posed of the Provincial Director of 

Housing and Infrastructure Develop-

ment, Ministries of Health, Community 

Development, Chiefs and  other line 

ministries staff, NGO and Cooperating 

Partners.  

ODF celebrations take place at least 

three months after certification to en-

sure that there is a genuine change of 

behaviour.  

There are experiences on 

verification and certification from 

almost all countries implementing 

CLTS; institutions and individuals 

who are engaged in this exercise.  

The exercise varies widely between 

countries, and even within 

countries.  Players can include 

government and local authority staff 

of various departments, members 

of NGOs and other civil society, 

community-based organizations, 

natural leaders, members of WASH 

committees, donors and others. 

When a village is ODF, you will 
notice increased confidence 
amongst the villagers whenever 
they talk about latrines. For 
example they would be much more 
willing to welcome you to their 
homes and readily show you where 
the latrines are. Where open 
defecation is still practiced, some 
villagers will shy away from talking 
to the evaluation team; some may 
hide, and others may literally run 
away when they notice the 
evaluation team. In this case, 
certification is not granted 

 The time lag between when 

communities request verification 

and certification, and when these 

are actually carried out is a major 

concern. Delays and backlogs risk 

demotivating communities.  

The Council Secretary with the support 

of the RWSS Unit will plan monthly 

verification visits based on the report by 

champions and sub district staff. The 

claim of ODF village to the CS should 

include a completed ODF request form . 

 

The verification will be done at district 

level by a team composed of three pro-

fessionals: 

 One D-WASH member (NRWSS 

officer for sanitation (or focal point), 

EHT, NGO staff, other line ministry 

technical staffs etc…) 

 One JMPT member (chief, district 

management, etc…) 

 One member  from any line ministry 

at the district/administration 

 

The verification team will compile re-

sults for each village using the ODF re-

quest form household Excel sheet pro-

vided by community/champions/

facilitator and the summary of verifica-

tion.   

His Royal Highness Chief Mukobela  

©UNICEF/Zambia/2013/Eshuchi 

Officials during verification exercise in Namwala 
©UNICEF/Zambia/2013/Eshuchi 



UNICEF Sanitation and Hygiene Special-

ist Gaelle Fohr said CLTS programmes 

have been rolled out in 44 districts where 

more than 8,000 villages have been trig-

gered. Ms Fohr said coverage of im-

proved sanitation in rural Zambia is 33 

percent adding that if a country improves 

sanitation, it will also be improving its 

development. 

 

She said ‘Walk of Shame’ in CLTS is a 

strong way to get the community to real-

ise the dangers of open defecation. 

In this programme, she said, mothers are 

the main targets because they are respon-

sible for the health of their children. 

“With such shock messages, mothers are 

likely to tell their husbands not to hesitate 

to build toilets for the safety of their 

health,” she said. 

 

The Government of Zambia has taken up 

the challenge to increase the proportion of 

the population accessing improved sanita-

tion by adopting the Community Led To-

tal Sanitation (CLTS) approach. Since 

2011, UNICEF Zambia with financial 

support from the United Kingdom De-

partment for Foreign and International 

Development (DFID), has supported the 

Government of Zambia to scale up and 

roll out CLTS in over 65 rural districts 

countrywide. 

 

CLTS is being used to promote a range of 

behaviours aimed at eradicating open 

defecation, construction, maintaining and 

use of hygienic toilets and promotion of 

hygienic practices. Ministry of Local 

Government and Housing is designated as 

the lead agency for the coordination and 

implementation of CLTS activities. 

On arrival, the villagers had already 

gathered, men, women and children with 

the mothers dancing and singing in Soli 

expressing their delight at receiving 

guests who were coming with a life-

transforming message. After everybody 

sat down waiting anxiously to listen to a 

speech, a champion, who is a communi-

ty facilitator trained to provide leader-

ship for improved sanitation and behav-

iour change, took centre stage in a theat-

rical way. 

 

He conducted the ‘triggering’ in Soli, the 

local language, and also threw in a bit of 

Nyanja just to spice it up and lighten up 

the audience. And while they relaxed, 

with such zeal and humour, the facilita-

tor broached the subject of open defeca-

tion by asking, how many people defe-

cated that morning and if they did, 

where did they went to do it. One could 

see the shock and embarrassment as the 

villagers coyly raised their hands. 

 

After this, the facilitator called some 

villagers to the centre to draw a rough 

map in the sand showing the places near 

the village which they used as toilets. 

The villagers, wondering where this was 

leading to, drew trails in the sand to 

mark the various locations after which 

they were asked to stand at the location 

on the map that represented where they 

last went. This sent them laughing 

though one could see something was 

slowly sinking home. 

 

After this came a shock treatment which 

is called the ‘walk of shame’ when the 

villagers were asked to take a walk and 

pick fresh faeces from the actual location 

where they last went to ease themselves. 

As they got up to go, the facilitators em-

phasised the faeces had to be fresh and 

not dry, without telling them why, sav-

ing the reason for later. They went in 

different directions as they giggled and 

in no time returned to the village 

grounds as someone shouted from the 

other direction that fresh ‘poop’ had 

been found sending people laughing and 

clapping some with disgust. 

In a deliberate move, the faeces were 

shoveled and placed on the ground uncov-

ered in front of and close to the seated 

villagers. In no time, flies began to land 

on their ‘delicacy’, a process which is 

crucial to this part of triggering. 

 

At this point, another facilitator went 

around serving some pieces of meat to 

some people while another served water. 

They gladly washed their hands and 

chewed away at the meat and washed it 

down with clean water and all the while 

with ‘poop’ before them. But much to 

their disgust, the facilitator placed the 

remaining pieces of meat right next to the 

faeces attracting flies, which immediately 

sat on the food.  

 

And as if that was not enough nausea for 

one day, another facilitator plucked a 

strand of hair from one of the women and 

dragged it over the faeces then put it in 

the water. The facilitator served both the 

food and water to the people, who could 

not accept to eat and drink it. When asked 

why they rejected the food and water, 

they said it was because the flies, which 

had sat on the food, would make them ill. 

This sent a clear-cut message to the vil-

lagers that by defecating in the open they 

were increasing the likelihood of disease 

as flies go from faeces to food and water 

causing sicknesses that might even lead to 

death. Glad that the message had sunk 

home, the facilitator proceeded to explain 

the importance of having a toilet after 

which he calculated with the villagers the 

cost of constructing one which is K160. 

 

With such a revolutionalising message, 

the villagers said they couldn’t wait to 

construct toilets if they had to protect 

their lives and those of their children. 

Beatrice Lobolola said it is not good to go 

in the bush to answer the call of nature 

because they eat faeces through flies 

which sit on their food. “We just have to 

have toilets, the whole village. We are 

drinking faeces even from our shallow 

wells because the water is contaminated 

with our faeces. We’ll tell our husbands 

to quickly embark on building toilets,” 

she said. 
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CLTS Trigger session in Chongwe District. 

©UNICEF/Zambia/2013/Fohr  

CLTS Trigger in Muyoba 
Village, Chongwe 

District 
by Nomsa Nkana (story published in 
Zambia Daily Mail of July 29, 2013). 
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David is soft spoken but articulates 

his community service work with 

passion. A father of three children, 

David feels he has a lot of work to 

do to ensure his community 

changes behaviour  and adopt 

healthy practices.  

Why do you think you were selected 

for training Mr. Kapansha ?  

I have been an influential member of 

the community due to my work at the 

community health centre. I was se-

lected on that basis not because I am 

linked to any politician or government 

officer. 

What is interesting about your work?  

The change toilets and handwashing 

facilities have made. I see families 

happy and I am sure they will lead 

better lives after that. 

What do you find most challenging?  

The fact that sometimes it is easier for 

people in another village to under-

stand and follow what you are saying 

better than your own village. 

What has enabled you to succeed as 

a “Champion?”  

Headmen and fellow Champions. The 

late Chief was also supportive and I 

am sure once the new Chief is trained, 

he will be supportive. 

 

New Logo for the  

Sanitation Programme 

CLTS Programme has made tremen-

dous progress since the first district—

Choma– was triggered  during the 

pilot stage in 2007. Since then a total 

of 44 district have been triggered 

with thousands of households coun-

trywide claiming to have achieved 

ODF undergoing verification. 

The programme implementation 

rests on three pillars — Community, 

Traditional Leaders and technocrats. 

At the heart of the implementation at 

the community level are the Champi-

ons.  

In this issue we feature Mr. Mofat 

Miyambo and Mr. David Kapansha  

both of Mwense District in Luapula 

Province who were trained as Cham-

pions in 2012 and have been working 

hard with the  D-WASHE teams to 

changed  hygiene and sanitation situ-

ation in their wards.  

52 years old Mofat is a father of sev-

en children from Kapakala Village, 

Kasengu Ward.  Mofat considers him-

self more of a politician than a com-

munity worker but adds that even as 

a politician, he derives his joy from 

serving the community. He served as 

the District Youth Leader during the 

previous regime in Zambia.   

Why do you think you were selected for 

training Mr. Miyambo?  Because of my 

position working with youth at the dis-

trict level as their leader. I was also in-

volved in community work as a volunteer 

nurse at Mwense Rural Health Centre.  

What is interesting about your work? I 

notice the impact of my work in the vil-

lage. It is clean and all people appreciate 

their efforts in improving their own lives. 

 

What do you find most challenging?  

I get frustrated when people are willing 

to construct latrines but the soil is poor 

and they keep on collapsing. It kills my 

spirit. Strengthening of monitoring by the 

sub-district and district team will im-

prove program coordination. 

What has enabled you to succeed as a 

“Champion?” The support from head-

men and His Royal Highness Chief 

Lubunda has helped me a lot. I have 

worked closely with my colleagues 

(Champions) from other wards in the 

district but above all, the Sanitation Ac-

tion Groups (SAG). 

Mr.  Mofat  Miyambo 
©UNICEF/Zambia/2013/Eshuchi.  

Mark your Diaries! 
 ODF Celebrations —Namwala (Mukobela 

Chiefdom) on September 28. 
 
 Global Handwashing   Day— Chibombo 

District on October 15. 
 
 World Toilet day — on  November 19. 

Venue TBD. 


