Wearing the message, loud and proud- how Manera’s CLTS campaign has inspired and confronted other villages to tackle their shit 
Plan in Homa Bay has been implementing many development projects through schools. This has led to a situation where communities who are the catchment area of a school coalescing to form a development unit, which is otherwise referred to as the village development unit. Out of these units, they elect a committee, which then spearheads development within the catchment area, and also serves as link between the villagers and other partners engaging in different kinds of development activities.
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In the case of villages forming the catchment of Rambusi primary, they have had a fairly active development committee, which to their credit was instrumental in supporting the villagers to become ODF. However, their work was greatly assisted by the achievement of Manera. As Manera was marching towards becoming ODF, they inadvertently ignited the spark in the neighboring villages, and they (the neighboring villages) started emulating their example. Following ODF celebration at Manera, a state of urgency gripped the neighboring villages to also become ODF. With the collaboration of the community of Manera, T-Shirts were produced with a powerful message. The message on the T-shirts read "An Ja Manera ok apiel elum, apielo e choo to in?" This literally translates to "I am from Manera, I don't defecate on grass, I defecate in a latrine, what about you?" (see photo)
The word "pielo" is a crude way describing "defecation" in dholuo language. So to come up with such a message was a very bold statement from the Manera community. In fact, some Plan staff felt ashamed to wear the T-shirts, because of the crude message it bears. But this has not bothered the Manera community at all. They are proud of the T-shirts and walk around with them everywhere, in the market places, in churches and even when just visiting friends. This has had its own impact! No one has had the audacity to print these kinds of T-shirts before. The Manera people have told me that everywhere they have gone with the T-shirts, people have stopped to read their message and this has become a talking point. This in my opinion may also have contributed to challenging open defecators to reflect on their behaviour. The school also played a key role that may have contributed to the process. Usually the school provides a venue where the villagers can meet to plan and discuss their activities. While there, the committee shared with me that they urged the teachers to help them talk to the school children to spread the CLTS message at home. The committee has talked highly of one of the teachers who is a health patron in the school in creating the necessary sensitization amongst the children. This helped in making their work easier. 
Earlier on, the villagers thought that when the first CLTS trigger was done, it was meant to prepare them for latrine subsidies, and when they realized that this was not forthcoming, and saw what was happening in Manera, it dawned on them that it was now time to take action.
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(For more on the story of Manera, see In Homa Bay, the shit fire is burning brighter and hotter after ODF celebration. http://www.communityledtotalsanitation.org/resource/latest-news-homa-bay-shit-fire-burning-brighter-and-hotter-after-odf-celebration) 

