

PLAN SIERRA LEONE CELEBRATES ‘WORLD TOILET DAY’

19th NOVEMBER 2011

On the 19th November 2011, Plan Sierra Leone, Bombali Programme Unit in collaboration with the devolved Ministry of Health and Sanitation through the Bombali District Health Management Team (DHMT); Bombali Youth in Action (BOYA) and the people of Paki Massabong chiefdom joined the world to commemorate the ‘World Toilet Day’ at the chiefdom headquarter town of Mapaki. The theme of the ‘World Toilet day’ was ‘Sanitation is dignity-build and use latrine for a healthy nation.
[image: image2.jpg]


During the celebration attended by the Paramount chief of Paki Massabong chiefdom- PC Massa Paki Kebombo II; the District Health Superintendent; members of the District Health Management Team (DHMT; District CLTS task force members; ward councilors; plan and partner staff and local authorities, the paramount chief in his speech expressed his deep appreciation and profound gratitude to Plan for the past and present development projects in education, health and the CLTS. He also pointed out the achievement of the NLNO CLTS support to Bombali project within a record time and applauded the project staff for their commitment and dedication to achieving the objectives of the project.  He also mentioned that staff normally go the extra mile in ensuring that communities attain Open Defecation Free (ODF) status. He expressed happiness to host such a very big occasion in his chiefdom and assured every one of his unreserved commitment to ensuring that the occasion become a big success. Demonstrating his political will to ensuring sustainability, the chief warned against people slipping back to open defecation and those individual villages to make bye laws and that anyone who resorts to OD will face the full penalty of the law.  
As part of the ‘World Toilet Day’ celebration certificates were given to community leaders and individuals that have maintained their ODF status for at least 12 months as recognition. The recognition was not solely on the basis of latrine construction but also recognized other hygiene practices, including improved hand washing practices, care of water sources, and construction of compost fences; plate racks; cloth lines etc. Certificates were also awarded to villages and individuals who are judged to have made a significant progress/contribution during the year. This activity served as an opportunity to recognize the participation and effort of female natural leaders and also recognize community leaders that have supported female natural leaders. The occasion helped to raise the profile of the project and demonstrated to other communities that changes can be positive. In addition to the certificates; selected natural leaders were also given bicycles to capacitate them to be able to move from one community to the other conducting triggering sessions and monitoring triggered villages and collecting data.
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Dignitaries in Government, Councils, NGOs and other village leaders were invited and gave short speeches on the relevance of the occasion. The ward councilor representative Mr. Mohamed S. Kamara in his short speech spoke among many others about the involvement of the ward councilors in the implementation of the project as they have received trainings and are monitoring the project 

P. C Kabombo II, Paramount chief of Paki Massabong receiving                             

Certificate as the Hygiene and Sanitation champion in the District.
Providing a brief overview of Plan Bombali’s CLTS project, Coordinator Mr. Abdulai Jalloh said for far too long, communities in Paki Massabong and Makarie Gbanti chiefdoms had been depending on NGOs for provision of latrines. This dependency syndrome had led them to becoming lazy in using their own initiative to build affordable latrines, thereby resorting to indiscriminate defecation in the open. This had resulted in the increase in diarrhoea related diseases. However, with the introduction of the concept of Community Led Total sanitation (CLTS), he continued, these communities are now being seen to take ownership of their sanitation issues and take action in addressing them using their initiative through their local resources. The concept of CLTS forgoes subsides and hardware assistance and instead empowers communities through a triggering process that gets them to analyze their own sanitation profile, assess the medical and economic cost of poor sanitation and take action to develop low cost, sustainable and effective solutions. Plan Sierra Leone through its NLNO-CLTS support to Bombali District project introduced the Community Led Total Sanitation (CLTS) concept in 2010. 

CLTS principle has achieved total sanitation coverage within communities through collective commitment and action based on local demand and with resources generated locally.
Mr. Abdulai Jalloh said Plan Sierra Leone is currently implementing three CLTS projects in the District; namely, the NLNO CLTS support to Bombali, LUCKY water and the Education and WASH support to Bombali projects. 80 communities have so far been triggered. 46 have been declared ODF while others are awaiting verification.
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Cultural performance and dance and drama performance and skits punctuated the occasion. Members of the School sanitation and Hygiene Education (SSHE) also known as school health club performed drama /short skit on improved hygiene and sanitation practices. The skit raised awareness on the benefit of latrine construction and on best hygiene practices like hand washing with soap at critical times such as; hand washing with soap before food preparation, before eating food, and after using the toilet.

Natural leaders and village leaders with their certificates after the ‘World Toilet Day’ 

The drama also raised the awareness level of the audience on the negative consequences of poor hygiene and sanitation on the education of children and on productivity.
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A radio panel discussion was also organized as part of the World Toilet Day celebration. The project staff participated in a one hour panel discussion on radio maria FM101.3. The discussion further raised awareness of listeners on the importance and relevance of the occasion as the World Toilet Day brings attention to the 2.6 billion people worldwide without access to adequate sanitation.  It's a key date to champion the right of people everywhere to somewhere safe, clean and private to dispose of human waste.

Why do you think good sanitation is important?  In response the panelists provided the responses below.
· Sanitation reduces the spread of diarrhoeal diseases that kill 4,000 children every day. 

· Sanitation yields huge economic benefits due to increased productivity and savings on healthcare costs.
· Sanitation improves the educational prospects of poor people as it increases girls' attendance at school, due to improved health and privacy the girl child is able to stay longer hours in school.
· Sanitation is vital for the restoration of human dignity which is a fundamental right.
· Sanitation prevents environmental pollution and promote environmental sustainability 
The radio discussion raised the adverse effect of poor hygiene and sanitation. Facts such as poor sanitation is the greatest killer as diarrhoea kills a child every 20 seconds, diarrhoea kills more children every year than AIDS, malaria and measles combined. And sanitation being the most cost-effective of any health intervention. Prevention is better than cure. 

