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Plan Ethiopia, UNICEF sign cooperation agreement to implement Community Led Total Sanitation(CLTS) projects in Rural Ethiopia

Plan Ethiopia, Addis Ababa-Plan Ethiopia, and the United Nation’s Children Fund (UNICEF) signed cooperation agreement to strategically scale up the application of CLTS for sanitation and hygiene development works in the country.
The project aims to support government initiative to enhance sanitation and hygiene to reach the Universal Access Plan (UAP) and the UN-set Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) target.

It is also intended to contribute towards government efforts to achieve the Plan for Accelerated Sustainable Development and Poverty Eradication, (PASDEP) endorsed by Ethiopia’s development partners. 

The project will be implemented by Plan Ethiopia’s WASH Program, a sanitation and hygiene intervention programme aimed at contributing towards national efforts to prevent from and mitigate impacts of water borne diseases on children, youth, and their families and communities. 
The joint project will establish and strengthen the National Forum for Scaling up and Verification of Sanitation and Hygiene at Wereda level.
Under this objective, Plan will conduct stakeholder analysis and mapping of organizations adopting CLTS approaches, scale of operation, geographical areas, for collaborative engagement in the future.

Another objective of the project is to build the capacity of Regional Health Bureaus in using CLTS to promote sanitation and hygiene development activities.
It also aims to establish a child friendly form of CLTS for use in schools. This will involve conceptualising; demonstrating and documenting the application of CLTS in schools, School-Led Total Sanitation (SLTS).

Plan is a child-centered international non-governmental organization. It has been operational in Ethiopia since 1995 with its major areas of focus on long term Child Health Development, including eradication of child poverty. 

UNICEF and Plan have cooperated on a number of programs and projects world-wide and regionally. An example is the initiation of Action Research for Scaling up Community Managed Water Supply and Sanitation Services Project, which Plan Ethiopia implemented in Ethiopia. UNICEF and Water Aid Ethiopia were Vice Chair of the National Steering Committee of the project. 
Poor sanitation and hygiene conditions are among the major causes of public health problems in Ethiopia where children are the most vulnerable. 

According to the Ministry of Health’s Health Monitoring and Information System (HMIS) latrine coverage including traditional pit latrines was reported to be 50.8% in 2007; leaving out nearly 50% of Ethiopians with out access to sanitation facilities.

CLTS is a participatory approach in which local communities analyze their own sanitation and hygiene conditions, internalize the harmful impacts of open defecation and collectively decide to construct and use latrines. The communities use their own resources to achieve an Open Defecation Free (ODF) environment, normally attainable within three to six months and if the appropriate support is provided.
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