Rewriting the history of communities in Nigeria through CLTS
By Terfa Tsetim
In Nigeria, community members in Benue State are set to rewrite the history of their communities in the area of sanitation. The introduction of Community-led Total Sanitation (CLTS) has exposed communities where sanitation was inadequate to the realization that they might be eating their shit. An aggressive campaign through two communities each in seven Local Government Areas of Ado, Oju, Obi, Vandeikya, Logo, Okpokwu and Ogbadibo saw large numbers of people benefitting from this knowledge. In all the 14 communities visited participants in the programme felt ashamed with themselves that they had been eating their excreta unknowingly through open defecation. They all promised to stop open defecation in order to bequest to the future generation a life full of more hope. The idea that the practice of OD was inherited from forefathers is about to be replaced with a more decent behaviour by using latrines they constructed by themselves.
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Picture 1. Chief Benson’s latrine as it was in January 2011. 
     Picture 2.Chief Benson’s latrine as it is in May 2001. Chief Benson is standing left with a cap.           

     Chief Benson is standing closest to the latrine

Since the triggering of the communities in August and September 2010, over three hundred communities have been enlightened and we are still counting. Among this number also a great number is attaining open defecation free status. Very soon, Benue NGO Network (BENGONET), the CSO network spearheading this achievement with support from WaterAid Nigeria shall be inviting the whole world to celebrate with the Benue people in Nigeria for a whole state being declared ODF. 
Different communities use local technology to construct their various latrines in different shapes and sizes with only one purpose in mind – to stop OD. Materials for the construction of latrines are collected locally. The people have discovered that constructing latrine is not labour intensive. They are determined to reduce the number of sicknesses, and deaths associated with OD. In some communities sanctions are been placed on defaulters and everybody is ready to adopt a change of behaviour. The process which started slowly appears to be gathering momentum to the point of explosion through the combined efforts of the community members and their leaders, selected natural leaders, Local Government officials in the Water and Sanitation Units, the CSO Network, the Media Network and the supporting donor agency. The efforts were largely successful through result oriented advocacy and regular follow up. 

However, support is still solicited from spirited individuals, corporate organizations, governments and donor agencies to support the struggle in Benue State in order to ensure sustainability of the programme, and to increase coverage.  
Terfa Tsetim is Programme officer BENGONET, Makurdi, Nigeria. He can be reached on terfa.toragure@gmail.com, bengonetwash@gmail.com or +234 (0)803 087 6097.
