Latrines – “special” asset of Ky Ry village. 
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)[image: P1060536] We went to A Xing Commune on a drizzly day and it was full of mud on the way to Ky Ry village, thus, we met a lot of difficulties to access to the village. At the first glance, clean scenery came up in front of our eyes. There were no faeces scattered on sidewalks, around houses, everywhere is covered by the greenish color of mountainous area. The toilets we saw are pretty small and shielded by simple materials, neatly built behind the houses and around 5 or 10 meters from the house. 
We knew that many projects from a variety of organizations supported roof, squatting pans and materials for building latrines. In response to the motivation, most of people were usually eager to build and use latrines, but a few months later, latrines had been destroyed and they did not want to rebuild or repair it anymore. Many questions raised in our minds, why now there has been such a big change in A Xing Commune since CLTS implementation, although Plan Vietnam did not support with any material. Fortunately, we met Ho Thi Lien – an exceptional woman with a positive thinking. She often participated in local activities and contributed greatly to the success of Ky Ry village reaching ODF. She shared her opinions in an engaging manner:
“In the very beginning of the triggering, villagers did not understand why the health staff made a village map and told people to sprinkle yellow powders to mark the defecation place. After marking up, the whole village was covered by yellow powders, which indicated that faeces were scattered everywhere. The villagers thought the health staff wanted to criticize them. Eventually, they learned that Plan and health staff organized this session with the aim to encourage them to make the village free from those faeces and ensure villagers’ health. 
In the past, we thought if we defecated far away from homes, it would have kept the cleanliness of our neighborhood and no effects on our health. We were not aware of the way faeces travel to the mouth and flies can be a mean of disease transmission. 
We found the triggering really interesting and useful. We saw the cycle of faeces from defecation, then through rivers or flies, our own excreta can return to our drinks or foods. What an awful thing! In addition, health staff showed that how many faeces the village produced per year and helped us calculate how much we spent for the hospital, treatment and transportation fees as villagers got a sanitation-related disease. We have never thought of these things, thankfully, now the triggering broadens our minds.
Plan supported CLTS project did not need to support anything to build latrines, but its practical activities helped us better understand the issue; thereby we built latrines using readily available and easy-to-find materials.”
Some people who passed by the village, wondered: “Just only the latrines, why people in Ky Ry village got so excited? 
As Mrs Lien’s case, her husband was busy; she dug a hole, cut bamboo by herself and her husband was in charge of hard work later on. They helped each other and shared the responsibilities in building latrine. 
From early February 2011, Plan Program Unit in Quang Tri Province and the Huong Hoa health center have been piloting “Community led Total Sanitation” – CLTS in eight villages in 4 communes, namely: Huc, Thanh, A Xing and Xy. 
Ky Ry village (48 households, 274 inhabitants) in A Xing commune has proved to be a leading village in the response of building and using latrines. Ky Ry village is home for Pako people, ethnic minority people in Vietnam.  100% of households now have latrines and it is open defecation free. 
Within about 6 months from the triggering, all households in Ky Ry village had latrines. The health centre staff and Plan staff visited to monitor the communities’ response which took the form of building latrines.  Subsequently many visitors travelled from far away to visit Ky Ry village. Ky Ry villagers raised the question: “why our latrines are so special and so many people want to take a look of these latrines.” They gradually realized how important the latrines played a role in their lives.  They have now formed the habits of using and cleaning their latrines regularly.  In other words, they saw that their own latrines not only bring benefits for them, but also for a village as a whole in terms of sanitation and the beauty of village scenery.
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)[image: P1060609][image: P1060610]Now, the villagers have better understandings. If someone practices open defecation, the villagers will remind them immediately. There are many commendable examples of innovation and good practice that would be of particular interest to the other villagers, for instance: Mrs Gia Khay and Vo Khia’s family. 
Mrs Gia Khay, 74 years old, an old woman who has lived alone separately from her children for a long time. After the triggering, she urged her son to help dig a hole and by herself cut bamboos to shield a latrine. Vo Khia’s family has 9 members from 3 generations living together in one stilted house. They experienced that one latrine was not enough, especially in the morning when everyone wanted to use so it is really time consuming and uncomfortable. Therefore, his family decided to construct one more latrine for comfort.
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