Jimma PU of Plan International Ethiopia Declares Successive Success: ODF Celebrations and Water Supply Project Completion 
Three communities/kebeles celebrated ODF successively between January 2010 and February 2010 alone, in Jimma Program Unit areas of Plan International Ethiopia.
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Ato Abahihad Ababulgu, Spokes Person of Kersa District, addressing participants of the inaugural ceremony 

The ODF celebration that took place on 17th February 2010 was a remarkable one as two communities/Kebeles, (Tikurbalto and Kitimbilie) celebrated ODF on the same day and at the same place. 

In the two communities 8,652 people reside with 1,588 house heads. The ODF celebration of the two communities, therefore, has confirmed the construction of 1,588 personal toilets and 33 communal latrines that ensure over 8,652 people have direct access to toilets.  

Since the introduction of CLTS in 2007, seven communities, with a total population of 34,709 and 6,069 house heads, have declared ODF. This implies that 6,069 personal toilets have been constructed, excluding communal ones, and 34,709 people have got direct access to toilets.
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            A personal toilet with plastic water container for hand washing
On  the 18th February 2010, Serbo Town residents of Jimma Program Unit of Plan International Ethiopia also celebrated the successful completion and functioning of Serbo Safe Water Supply Project. 

The town has 1,295 house heads and a total population of 6,116. However, it had no water supply for a long period of time as the previous water supply system failed to supply water due to various reasons. Therefore, some people used to fetch water from Jimma town, 18 km away with exorbitant price, and others who did not have the potential to do so used to fetch water from nearby rivers, streams and ponds. Consequently, water borne diseases were rampant in the town; people used to expend much for medication that could have been used otherwise.
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                                    Scene of Serbo Safe Water Supply Project inaugural ceremony 
The chronic water shortage of Serbo Town, however, could not escape from the sharp target of Jimma Program Unit of Plan International Ethiopia. Thus, Jimma PU of Plan started implementing water supply project in 2009 with full participation of the community and the Regional Government .The project, after one year of arduous work, was completed and started functioning in 2010. The water is brought from borehole about one km away from the town and stored in a raised reservoir, which stores 50,000 liters of water. 

Now town dwellers are enjoying tap water near their homes; they are able to save money that they used to expend for water transport and waterborne disease. People who were contemplating to leave the town due to shortage of water have changed their mind. Instead, they are now busy in having private connections with the water supply system. Moreover, students who attend Serbo Junior School, which had no access to water before, have begun to enjoy tap water; the laboratory of the school has started functioning.
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  Students quenching their thirst from child friendly school water point, built by Jimma PU, Serbo Junior School
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