GIRLS AS NATURAL LEADERS IN CLTS IN SCHOOL   
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One would have thought or argued that boys have the courage and selfless spirit to work as natural leaders in communities. It turns out that girls equally have all that it takes to become natural leaders in support of either community or school project. 
A very good example began during the SLTS triggering activities at Kanchau basic school in the Sissala West District of the Upper West Region in Ghana. There was a drinking water competition which involved boys and girls during the triggering activities. In all, three students volunteered including two young girls of age 12 and 13. The girls   decided to participate in the competition to prove to their male counterpart that what men can do, women can equally do it even better.  They were given an equal amount of clean water to drink. 
At the end of the first round, it was not clear who won the competition because they all finished drinking the water virtually at the same time. A second round trip drinking competition was proposed and the facilitator requested a little amount of shit to be added to the water. It was expected that the school children would drink since it was a competition but surprisingly, none of the competitors was ready to take the glass of water to the month, let alone, to drink the water being served. 
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It was then that the 12year old girl made a declaration to the whole students and teachers that she was not going to drink the water because it was polluted with shit. She further explained that their water sources were polluted with shit because most people practice open defecation in the community. Her statement received a big applause from her colleagues. Another girl of age 13 stood in front of the teachers and other students and exclaimed; “We will stop shitting behind the classrooms and near wells”. Others joined her to declare that they will report anybody who would be caught defecating openly to the elders of the community. 
Some boys explained in their native language to their friends about the linkage between polluted water and diarrhoea. What broke the camel’s back was the boldness and courage the school girls had to say that “we will not continue to defecate in the bush and around wells or ponds” and that they will go every length to ensure that their parents construct latrines for them. 
The student composed songs and chanted in the streets of the community. They developed a clear action plan which was to be monitored by the student leaders and teachers. 
Lesson learnt
· Girls have courage and selfless working spirit to support community/school to achieve ODF.
· Song composed was initiated by girls and it received great backings from their male counterparts.
· Girls can influence their peers to take up advocacy issues up to higher levels.
· Girls can equally match up with boys in decision-making and persuade their parents to construct latrines and their effort should be acknowledged.
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