7th March 2011 

What a week it has been-away from my usual home and work environment. The weather a bit chilly though not as grey as Sussex weather can be. It is really good to be back to IDS, Sussex University, Brighton after almost 4 years since I left to join Plan International Kenya. Though a lot of changes have taken place quite a few people moving on, decorations here and there, some things have not changed. My favourite room, the Participation Resource Centre, is still there. A few former colleagues-Jane Stevens, John Gaventa, Jethro Pettit are still around. There are many new faces in the Participation Power and Social Change Team-all very warm and welcoming.  

Thanks to Robert, Petra and Naomi who hosted me during my visit. My agenda was packed –starting with Robert and Petra to catch up on what has been happening since the Lusaka CLTS sharing and learning event in November 2010. Both had just arrived back from the Plan International Pan African CLTS Project Annual Review Meeting in Ethiopia. As I learnt from them the workshop was a great success and in particular the School-Led Total Sanitation component which they visited in the field where Plan Ethiopia is working with children and teachers to trigger, follow-up and monitor progress in a new model of SLTS. I also updated them on what was happening in Kenya. The discussions on a partnership with  Plan Southern Sudan and UNICEF to introduce CLTS and provide support through training and setting up of an M&E mechanism and  a planned Regional CLTS introductory workshop for Goal. Luckily I had also made a call to Adam Mohammed the Ministry of Public Health and Sanitation CLTS coordinator to check the latest progress. So I was happy to share with Robert and Petra that 640 villages in Kenya are now ODF- that is 60,000 Households from 6 Districts all in Western Kenya. These numbers seem to have excited Robert and I tell him there could be more only that we can’t keep track of all the efforts being done in different parts of the country.

Then I turned to the exciting Participatory GIS mapping and social media work we are doing in Mathare. Phase one is done and we now have base map for Mathare. We have now entered Phase two which focuses on thematic mapping. Sanitation, Health and Water and the priority themes we have decided to map. Beyond mapping sanitation facilities and classifying them, the thematic mapping will enable us to capture and have a satellite image showing density of the settlements and also indicate the size of land or space used as Open Defecation Areas known as Adhara in local slang. 
I had requested the team to see it will be at all possible to estimate the number of people going to Adhara every day and the quantities of shonde (shit) generated every day. This would mean they take a tally of the piles they can see in every OD area. At the end of day one I was eager to hear what happened. It seems it all worked well but as the mappers did not know what expected them: they were surprised at the magnitude of OD in the areas they were mapping. As a matter of fact, they realized they did not have the right shoes to go deep into the OD areas to see and capture the kind of data we were hoping they would. Nevertheless they did a good job and they were able to capture good close-up of the shonde. You can see and read more about the mapping here  This information will be useful not just for planning but as evidence for engaging in advocacy with the duty bearers. End users (stakeholders) of the data and information being generated have been involved. 

On Friday 4th March 201 I was joined by Tatiana Thieme who is doing her PhD at Cambridge and with whom we have been working since the initial CLTS training and triggering at Mathare 10. We gave a seminar on our CLTS experiences in rural and urban Kenya. I did not know what to expect –all I knew was that the seminar had been well publicized and expectations were high. To me it was a big coincidence that the last seminar I gave at IDS in April 2007 (before I left for Plan) was on CLTS and I was back giving a seminar on CLTS. Back then, as one of the IDS fellows commented, I was a skeptic and now it seemed I am more of an evangelist. 
All in the seminar was well received and we had a constructive engagement. Most of the questions asked were for clarification or shedding more light on areas people found interesting. The rest were reflective responses and affirmations that the work we were doing was amazing. Someone wanted to know if the ‘no subsidy stance’ of CLTS was not in contradiction with the right to sanitation. My response was simple - not all rights have to be provided for by the state directly. In the case of urban sanitation all that was needed is the state to ensure that laws are enforced to ensure than tenancy standards are complied with. The state need not take the role of the landlords rather all that is needed is to promote and protect tenants from exploitative landlords who continue to collect rent and not providing standard services. While it may not be the duty of the state to provide household sanitation facilities, the state may be held to account for not respecting and protecting the right of tenants to live in a clean environment in Mathare and other informal settlements in Kenya.  
According to the new constitution (Article 42) all people have the right to live in a clean environment. Article 72 further states that, if a person alleges that the right to a clean and healthy environment has been, is being or is likely to be denied, violated, infringed or threatened, the person may apply to a court for redress in addition to other legal remedies that are available in respect to the same matter. No doubt this provides an opportunity for citizens and CSOs to put into test the new law through Strategic Litigation with a focus on the right to live in a clean and healthy environment. This is a discussion we have had with our colleague Kenyatta who leads our Right to Just and Democratic Governance Country Program. 

From IDS Brighton I am proceeding to London for a Plan UK convened workshop that will bring together colleagues from Africa, Latin America and Asia together to share experiences and learn from each other on the work we are doing in the area of   governance. I will keep you posted as the thematic mapping evolves.

