2nd June 2011
Yesterday 1st June 2011 was the 1st Anniversary since the CLTS triggering in Mathare 10. It is great and significant that the Anniversary coincides with Madaraka (Independence) day. So are the Mathare residents liberated from the shit menace? Has the situation improved? What is cooking? 
As I am on leave and far from Nairobi or Kenya for that matter, I decided to call Rosie to find out if there were any key events to mark this day. Unfortunately Rosie was not picking her phone so I decided to call Njenga. These two have done an amazing job and have remained passionate and very positive in the UCLTS process. 
Well I asked Njenga what they did on the 1st June 2011. His response was easy- it was holiday so we took a break. Then I follow- a year ago we triggered CLTS in Mathare 10 so what would you say has changed? Njenga brightens up and he outlines some major changes he has seen since the triggering. 
· First is a community that is aware of the dangers of open defecation, dirty environment and how this affects their health and well being.
· Second, is a community that has begun to take action to police itself and ensure that the environment is kept clean. 
· Third is landlords who are aware and are triggered to construct toilets for their tenants. 
· Fourth, is government, local administration and public health officers from the City Council of Nairobi who are beginning to enforce environmental sanitation laws and wants to leave a legacy of good sanitation in Mathare.
· Fifth and last are emerging technological options that entrepreneurs and landlords can choose from to address the sanitation needs. 
And by the way as Njenga added-some two (additional) helicopter toilets which were emptying to the river directly have been destroyed by the communities. These points seems to flow from Njenga’s mind without any struggle. 
As I spoke with him he told me he was in Plan Kenya offices with Frank Marita (my colleague)  preparing a presentation on UCLTS for the AfricaSan 3 to be held in Rwanda in July. One year down the line since I started this blog may not seem like a long time-but a lot has happened. Pioneering UCLTS has been quite and exciting journey. To see what we have achieved, the interests generated and the new horizons that are emerging gives me a lot of joy.  In the coming weeks we will be reflecting with the UCLTS and Map Mathare team, to draw lessons and chat our next steps. As I am on leave let me resists the temptation of making this entry long.

