28th April 2011

Greetings from Denmark.

It has been quite a while since I updated my urban CLTS blog. It would seem that the only time I get to do a post is when I am out of the country for a mission.  The last time I did it I was in Brighton (UK) and now I am in Copenhagen on a mission with Plan Denmark to review Plan Kenya’s Urban Strategy for Nairobi within which the Urban CLTS work we are doing in Mathare will be accommodated. Since my last update in (early March) quite a number of significant events have taken place.

First is the Urban Hygiene and Sanitation Workshop organized by IRC in Rwanda. Though I was not able to attend, a background paper I had co-authored with Grace Lubaale was shared. This highlighted UCLTS as an opportunity for enhancing citizen participation in demanding better sanitation services. The revised version will be available soon.  Rosie Nyawira from CCS our UCLTS partner made a picture presentation on the work we are doing in Mathare 10.

Second is the completion of the Open Street Mapping process Mathare. Following the completion of the base map the thematic mapping for Mathare 10 (UCLTS pilot) area has also been completed. You can take a look here  . The team did a brilliant job in digitally mapping the Open Defecation Area in spite of the initial fears they had when I requested them to do so. They also managed to do building extractions of Mathare 10 as we needed to have a digital visual of how the place is congested. See more here . They will be including population data too. The data being collected through this process will provide evidence that will be used for engaging key stakeholders including City Planning Department, Ministry of Local Government, Ministry of Public Health and Sanitation among others. I am excited about what the team has done and I am looking forward to a session with them in early May where they will share what has been achieved so far and the next steps.

Third, Philip Otieno (CLTS Advisor Plan Kenya) and I did a Regional CLTS induction workshop for Goal Ireland. Participants were WASH heads from Eastern, Southern and West Africa. As indicated in my earlier posts Goal has taken interest in CLTS. Of interest here is their commitment to collaborate with us in the work we are doing in Mathare. Of course there was great interest and commitment to start CLTS in the rural areas where they are working. I will keep you posted on how our collaboration with Goal on UCLTS evolves.

Fourth, before I left Kenya, I had an opportunity to meet with Kamal Kar who is on a mission in Kenya to review the CLTS work Ministry of Public Health and Sanitation and UNICEF are doing. Within 24 hours of his arrival he had managed to meet with the Minister MOPHS and she has been retriggered and made a commitment to go full throttle with CLTS in Kenya. Kamal was able to enlist my participation and facilitation of a session with the MOPHS and key stakeholders in sanitation. In the session we had on 21st April 2011 in the Ministries board roam we were able (within 2 hours) to map where and who is doing CLTS in Kenya, identify where activities are concentrated and the gaps. The MOPHS has now committed to have an Open Defecation Free Rural Kenya by 2013. 

A few participants raised questions as to why urban was excluded and MOPHS response was that a larger majority of Kenyan population is rural. However they said they were waiting to learn from the UCLTS work we were doing and were fully in support of our efforts. A nationwide CLTS campaign  will be launched on the 11th May. While in Kenya, Kamal will be holding a learning workshop with CLTS facilitators to discuss and develop an action plan for scaling-up CLTS and to ensure that the ODF rural Kenya is attained by 2013. I am looking forward to having a drink with Kamal and to catch-up when I go back next week. For sure the pilot phase for CLTS is over and we cannot keep on counting ODF villages. We need to start counting ODF districts and not villages any more.

Fifth, is the Urban Strategy review and planning meeting I am attending in Copenhagen. It is providing a great opportunity to review the strategy and share our experiences and aspiration for the urban program we are doing in Nairobi.  It is a small meeting with 4 of us from Plan Kenya and 3 colleagues from Plan Denmark so we have the time to go really deep. We started with an exercise that helped us map urban trends at global and local level and analysing how these impacts on the well-being and rights of children.  It was clear that the trends cause stress on accessing urban resources and services such as education, water, sanitation among others. The one important aspect that stood out is the infringement on the right to play for children. With diminishing spaces as a result of land grabbing, poor planning, indiscriminate dumping of waste etc has left children with limited option to play which is a vital part of their growth. A presentation “Child Friendly Cities” by Anton, an architect from Architecture Sans Frontieres, was revealing and pointed that most cities in the word today lack the key ingredients that would make them enjoyable places for children and adults to live in. The planners have not taken into account easy access to play and recreation facilities and safety for children in highly compromised. In our case in Nairobi informal settlements the situation is worse as children are forced to play on dump sites as there is no much space left and garbage collection services are not available. The Mathare valley bloggers have highlighted these issues.      

I am almost missing my breakfast so I will have to dash out now. 

