26th November 2010
I have been really busy and have lagged behind on my urban CLTS blog. Last week I was in Lusaka Zambia for an Anglophone Africa  CLTS sharing and Learning workshop and now I am preparing to travel to Bangkok Thailand for a Plan global conference on program effectiveness. There has been a lot happening in Mathare since I last updated my blog. New relationships and partnerships have emerged all with the purpose of enhancing the struggle towards better sanitation and living conditions in Mathare. Some of the key events that that have taken place are listed below:

 

Partnership with KBC: Vitimbi a local Kenya Broad Casting TV comedy show with an audience of about 4 million moves to Mathare10: Mzee Ojwang (the main character) moves to Mathare 10 and opens a new makeshift hotel-he does not inform his wife Mama Kayai. His hotel has no toilet facilities so he gives his customers plastic bags to use as their toilet. His workers shit in the open, do not wash their hands with soap. Some of his workers do not like the new establishment. The makeshift hotel chosen by the vitimbi crew belongs to a woman who makes lovely chapatis near Manygro Youth group which has been involved in the CLTS triggering in Mathare 10.  The shooting sessions have been attracting huge crowds as the residents make their way to see the Vitimbi. Some of the residents joined the cast as customers in the new hotel. The CLTS capitalized the opportunity to engage the crowds on sanitation issues as they undertook a transect walk in the open defecation areas. According to Rose Nyawira (our Urban CLTS facilitator) the capacity of the Vitimbi crew to draw and sustain huge crowds is something we will need to capitalize in the future;

 
Partnership Map Kibera/GroundTruth: The purpose for the partnership is to undertake hands-on training of the youth in Mathare in Open Street Map GIS tools and social media (Ushahidi/SMS reporting, video and internet). The outcomes (data/voices) will be used to engage in influencing policy makers and service providers for better services in informal urban settlements; 

 

Preparation for the World Toilet Day: The CLTS facilitators and the natural leaders in Mathare tool the preparation for the WTD very seriously. They had as series of meetings to deliberate on what activities to undertake. They settled at cleaning household toilets and hand washing with soap. It was amazing that in the attempt to count the number of the toilets they discovered there were over 200 toilets. In the actual day they cleaned 249 toilets. They had also agreed to do a procession on the highway to highlight the poor sanitation conditions and also make slogans on dangers of open defecation. It seems they succeeded in attracting the media. I was lucky to catch the news that evening and I saw the procession. I have been promised the news video clips by someone in KBC. Some of the natural leaders from Mathare joined communities in Homa Bay County in Nyanza region to celebrate the WTD to mark ODF is some villages.  I will plan to meet them when am back from Bangkok to hear their stories; You can also read about their activities and see photos on their Facebook page
 

Goal Ireland Considering UCLTS: Just today I got a call from a Mr Owino of Goal that they are interested in learning more about the UCLTS work we are piloting in Mathare. They are working in Mukuru and Korokocho informal settlements and they have been following keenly the pilot in Mathare;

Meeting so many practitioners of CLTS in Zambia gave me a lot of energy. The one thing that excites me as I write this is that two of my colleagues are in the Democratic Republic of Congo (possibly the largest open defecating country in Africa!) in a Tear Fund UK commissioned training and that somewhere in Mali another CLTS sharing and learning workshop is happening. The CLTS Learning Unit in Plan Kenya is becoming part of a large movement of CLTS practitioner and gaining momentum here at home and within the region. All these developments  excites me. I am really hopeful that our vision of open defecation free Kenya and Africa is not unrealistic!

 

 

 

 
 

 

