20th September
It has been really long since I had a chance to write my reflections to update my blog of Urban CLTS in Mathare 10. This is partly because I have been very busy doing a lot of work but also because I  needed time to be with family after a brother of mine who had been sick passed on.  The long break does not mean that nothing has been happening with UCLTS initiative. In fact there is so much to catch up and I am still getting information bit by bit.

The last time I wrote (July 2010), we were at a Country Management Team Meeting and we had invited the Map Kibera team to share what they had been doing with GIS mapping with youth people in Kibera. The WSP team in Nairobi had indicated they would join us but unfortunately they got tied up with other commitments and could not make it. The presentation from the Map Kibera team was highly appreciated and it created interest among the members of the management team. Discussions which have followed after that have focused on building closer collaboration with them and we are now working towards a Map Mathare Initiative to take place in October.  The process will start with hands-on training in Participatory GIS to equip the youth with knowledge and skills that will enable them to map sanitation and other issues affecting and put them in the global map using Open Street Mapping. The simple one-dimensional sketch maps developed by communities during the CLTS triggering will be digitized and more visual aspects captured through use of multimedia tools including digital photography, video SMS frontline and ushahidi. It is interesting is that some of these tools have been developed in Kenya which has become a hub of ICT and Mobile technologies.

During this period there have been major developments in Kenya that provide an opportunity for the urban informal settlement to engage in the struggle for better sanitation with hope. The new Constitution which was passed by Kenyans in August recognizes Sanitation as a Right. This means that there is room to hold state actors to account as to why they have failed to meet their duties and obligations in promoting, protecting and ensuring that people of Mathare and other informal settlement realize this right. According the constitution of Kenya which was promulgated on 27th August 2010, every person has the right to a clean and healthy environment. This includes the right to accessible and adequate housing and to reasonable standards on Sanitation.  

In a breakfast TV talk show, 2 days before the promulgation of the constitution, Rose Nyawira (UCLTS, Facilitator), Robert Chambers and I had a chance to talk to over 4 million Kenyan’s and make the links between the constitution and urban sanitation. The constitution also guarantees people in Kenya the Right to the Highest Attainable Standards –there is no way this right can be realized when people are forced to practice open defecation and continue ingesting each other’s feaces (sh!t). In the talk show we had a short window opportunity to use the crude language of sh!t but before long a caller who was having breakfast with his son asked us not to use it as it is a swear word and children will pick bad manners from us. The presenter did not give us a chance to explain why. He passed a note warning us not to use the word. We had another chance when Robert displayed an A3 printout of the International Glossary of Shit which contained a few Kenyan names of sh!t and requested  the viewers to share more names.

A lot has been happening in Mathare 10. We had an opportunity for the second urban CLTS stakeholders meeting. This time round it was not in a posh hotel in town but in Mathare 10. It was an opportunity to celebrate what they have achieved so far. This coincided with a workshop on School-Led Total Sanitation and children's involvement in CLTS and it was a great opportunity to have practitioners from South East Asia (Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Nepal) and other African Countries (Ethiopia, Ghana, Malawi, Uganda, Zambia) visiting and sharing their insights. (See photos from the visit)  The media whom we had triggered during the TV talk show also came in and collected stories from the communities. Watch a short news reportage on Mathare They mainly wanted to hear what connections the communities were making between the new constitution and their poor sanitation conditions. The big question was what difference the new constitution would make for the inhabitants of Mathare.

Today as I write this mail the communities in Starehe Constituency where Mathare falls are casting their votes as there is a by-election after the election results for 2007 were nullified.  Sanitation and open defecation were for the first time on the election agenda.  There was a lot of coverage by the media on the poor sanitation conditions in Mathare. I am looking forward to hearing the results of the elections this evening and I am have to leave now so that I can catch-up with the news.

