1st June

Today 1st June 2010 (public holiday), we celebrated our independence day in style. The participants we are training were able to successfully trigger in 4 sites. As one facilitator put it, we triggered them from the onset during the mapping they said they did not know they were living in the midst of so much shit. The triggering was today later afternoon and the groups will be presenting the experiences mid morning. Today Frank Marita our WATSAN officer had to step in as I was taken ill. I see now the need for preparing with the hosting team. The two ladies who are part of the core team and whom we prepared with (I had walked them through the entire process) came in handy but thank God my colleague Frank was available and stepped in to facilitate them go through the dry runs and preparation for the fieldwork. 

Unfortunately we are not able to do two rounds of triggering as it is not possible to get the residents during week days. We have, however secured the commitment of the natural leaders to participate in a roundtable meeting with the Nairobi City Council and other players in the sanitation sector. Tomorrow will be the sharing and Thursday a joint session between the natural leaders and the facilitators to prepare for the round table. Most of the participants are residents of Mathare and are keen to present a strong agenda during the roundtable.

Generally the response has been very good though the issues emerging are more complex than in rural areas. I will share more as the process unfolds. We see this as the beginning of a long process of citizen engagement in the politics of shit management in the city of Nairobi. 

