15th July

I remember there have been some questions about the role of fear in CLTS which I refer to in one of my forth-coming articles to be published in the special issue of Participatory Learning and Action (PLA) on CLTS in Africa (due out in late August 2010). I think beyond the fear of getting faecal oral contamination related diseases, being bedridden for some days and possibly dying, the dimension of sexual violence articulated through the Amnesty International Research Paper http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/AFR32/002/2010/en/12a9d334-0b62-40e1-ae4a-e5333752d68c/afr320022010en.pdf (see also the press release: http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/report/kenya-fear-attack-leaves-women-prisoners-their-homes-2010-07-07)  further supports this. It already came out during the triggering in June, the women children and even men were at risk of being attached if they went to defecate in the open at night. Of course the article assumes there are public toilets in all the neighbourhoods but that is not the case. I remember in the maps the groups included the floodlights that had been installed in parts of Mathare 10 had contributed to increased security and they were actually thinking of lobbying for more to be put up in the neighbourhoods where there was none. However, those who supported the initiative of lighting up Mathare were thinking of security generally and the idea of where people go to shit or whether people go to shit outsides their houses at night might not have been anywhere in their thoughts. We will seek out Amnesty International Kenya to bring them to Mathare. Women’s Rights and Human Rights and I dare say Children’s Rights and Human Rights. Every one has the rights to shit in a secure environment and where they can enjoy their right to shitting with dignity. While there is no direct UN convention on this I am sure further such will lead us to find clauses we can quote to support our work. At least in the proposed constitution the bill of rights includes the right to live in a clean environment, access to sanitation and water. If or dare I say when Kenya votes GREEN (the colour for yes) during the referendum on August 4th, this will open unlimited opportunities to engage the state departments mandate to ensure that Kenyans live in a clean and sanitized environment.

I know from where I stopped in my last blog, I was to continue with the ECOSAN toilets discussions but my urge now seems to have been triggered this direction by the Amnesty Report I just shared. While I do not buy into the  PeePoo  (ECOSAN) toilet bag that made some news in BBC and KTN (Kenya Television Network) recently, when it comes to women and children safety even the black juala or Kasuku tin will be a preferred option. You see the Mathare people have bigger aspiration for a well planned neighbourhood with all the services that are needed to make them realize their right to the highest attainable standards of health. They seem to be determined to go for that higher goal no matter how long it takes. Of course they have won the battle of being recognised as there are no more evictions after decades of struggle. They have seen water connected, and by and by electricity is coming. It is these victories, no matter how small, that give them the determination to keep up the struggle and this will not be over until their dreams are realized. 

I will still come back to my ECOSAN toilets discussions. There were some nuggets there that I feel I must type up and share.

